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JUNE 10, 2025

John fessenden
john@lead4ward.com 

The 89th Legislature is over! 

So … what, exactly, happened?
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89th Legislature
 Passed a BUNCH of bills

 3,562  to be precise

 But bills are just bills, not laws …

 UNTIL they are
 Signed into law by the Governor

 369 as of June 9th

OR
 Filed without the Governor’s signature

 24 as of June 9th

 June 22nd is the deadline for the 
Governor to sign or veto bills

 After that … we will know exactly 
how many new laws we have

89th Legislature

What passed? What did not?

SB 2 – Education Savings Accounts (“Vouchers”)
HB 2 – School Funding ($8.5 billion)
 $4 billion for teacher and staff pay raises and expansion of TIA
 $153 million to expand CTE
 $834 million for special education reforms 

 moves to an intensity of services model 2026-27
 $648 million targeted to strategies for improving early literacy and numeracy
 $187 million for teacher preparation and certification programs
 $430 million to increase the school safety allotment
 $1.3 billion for school district operational costs
 $199 million to expand the charter school facilities allotment
 $318 million to provide additional funding to small and rural schools
 $296 million for adjustments to the Tier II funding formula

 $55 basic allotment increase per-student

Numerous bills impacting curriculum & instruction, assessment or 
accountability

HB 4 – The End of STAAR
An Act relating to public school accountability, 
including 
• the implementation of an instructionally 

supportive assessment program 
• the adoption and administration of 

assessment instruments in public schools, 
• indicators of achievement 
• public school performance ratings under the 

public school accountability system,
• a grant program for school district local 

accountability plans, and 
• actions challenging Texas Education Agency 

decisions related to public school 
accountability.
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Curriculum 
and Instruction

Preliminary Summary of Key Legislation Impacting Curriculum & Instruction, 
Assessment or Accountability - 89th Texas Legislative Session

 This quicklook is currently a preliminary summary
 When it is final (after June 22nd), it will be posted on lead4ward’s resources page (behind 

the Accountability tab):
https://lead4ward.com/resources/

2025-26 School Year

2026-27 School Year

Assessment Accountability

2025-26 School Year
(NONE affecting STAAR)

2025-26 School Year
(NONE affecting A-F)

https://lead4ward.com/
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quicklook for 89th Legislature to be posted in late June

A disclaimer … 
 The quicklook is extensive (46 pages), 

but not comprehensive

 It is intended to capture new laws that 
create important changes relating to
 Curriculum and Instruction
 Assessment
 Accountability

 The quicklook may be revised as 
additional information is released or 
becomes available
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Shows statutory amendments 
made by the bill 

(organized by topic) 

Each bill 
number is 
hyperlinked 
to the 
enrolled 
version of 
the bill – as 
posted on 
Texas 
Legislature 
Online

Curriculum and 
Instruction
Special Education
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Comprehensive state 
system – focused on 
maximizing student 

outcomes 



8



9



10

TEA to provide 
recommended 

guidelines 

Info to be 
provided at 1st

ARD committee 
meeting
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Strategic Plan

Curriculum and 
Instruction

Classroom
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Civics TEKS
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Required 
TEKS:

Communist 
Regimes 

and 
Ideologies
(Gr. 4-12)

Curriculum and 
Instruction

Postsecondary
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HB 3 Board 
Goals
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Curriculum and 
Instruction

Discipline
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DAEP

Expulsion
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Virtual 
Expulsion

Threat 
Assessment 

Team
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Curriculum and 
Instruction

General
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Use of funds 
for certain 
graduates 

Reimbursement

Severe or Life 
Threatening 

Illness
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Only for students and 
employees who have 

signed a consent
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Curriculum and 
Instruction

Parent Rights
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A new grievance 
policy – for 

parents

Timelines for 
new grievance 

policy for 
parents
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Curriculum and 
Instruction

Library Laws
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Curriculum and 
Instruction

Miscelleneous
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Accountability
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https://lead4ward.com/
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quicklook for 89th Legislature to be posted in late June

Thank You!
johnfessenden

email:  john@lead4ward.com
telephone:   512-560-7784


