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2023:
We Made it 

Through!
What’s Next for

STAAR and STAAR-Alt2?

31ST ANNUAL
DISABILITIES LAW CONFERENCE
NATIONAL EDUCATORS LAW INSTITUTE

December 8, 2023

Let’s Play!
Would you rather …
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Let’s Play!
Would you rather …

Let’s Play!
Would you rather …

3

4



3

agenda
 staar 2.0

#betternotharder

 looking forward to 2024
 STAAR 
 STAAR Alt 2

materials

resources

PPT
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/4lka
09mwa3z06mx2s7bqi/h?rlkey=4ipikt4o
v6vgrd2w094oa2m0q&dl=0

quicklooks
https://lead4ward.com/resources/
(Click on Accountability Tab)

TEA STAAR Redesign Page
https://tea.texas.gov/student-
assessment/assessment-initiatives/hb-
3906/staar-redesign

&
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https://lead4ward.com/
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staar 2.0

STAAR 2.0 is
________________
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STAAR 2.0 is
________________#betternotharder

How is STAAR 2.0 BETTER?

It’s as simple as 1-2-3
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How is STAAR 2.0 BETTER?

It’s as simple as 1-2-3

1
RLA 

Redesign

2
New Item 

Types

3
Online 
Testing

1   RLA Redesign

Which is more important for Reading Comprehension?

Reading
Skills

Background
Knowledge
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1   RLA Redesign

As strong readers, let’s check out an example …

1   RLA Redesign

As strong readers, let’s check out an example …

“Much depended on . . . the two overnight batsmen. But this duo perished

either side of lunch–the latter a little unfortunate to be adjudged leg-

before–and with Andrew Symonds, too, being shown the dreaded finger off

an inside edge, the inevitable beckoned, bar the pyrotechnics of Michael

Clarke and the ninth wicket. Clarke clinically cut and drove to 10 fours in a

134-ball 81, before he stepped out to Kumble to present an easy stumping to

Mahendra Singh Dhoni.”
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Knowledge of the topic has a much bigger impact on 
comprehension than generalized reading ability

Knowledge

Reading Skills

1

High reading skills and high knowledge 86%

Low reading skills and high knowledge                                       81%

High reading skills and low knowledge       53%

Low reading skills and low knowledge   43%

Measure of Comprehension

Recht, D. R. and Leslie, L. “Effect of Prior Knowledge on Good and Poor Readers’ Memory of Text.” Journal of Educational Psychology, 80(1), (1988): p.16.

Background 
knowledge is 

critical

1   RLA Redesign

 What do we want to see in good classroom instruction in RLA?
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1   RLA Redesign

 What do we want to see in good classroom instruction in RLA?
1. Teachers coherently building students’ background knowledge and

vocabulary in all subject areas

2. Teachers supporting students in becoming better readers by having students 
write in all grade levels and all subject areas

3. Teachers supporting students in becoming better readers by having students 
write using evidence from texts they are reading

1   RLA Redesign

STAAR 2.0
Supported by

T/T/T/T/
STAAR 1.0?

Strong Classroom Instruction

Prioritizes cross-curricular passages that 
reference topics that students have learned
about in other classes

NoTeachers build background knowledge and
vocabulary in all subject areas

Students will write in all grade levels (3-8) 
and English I and IINoStudents write in all grade levels and all  

subject areas

Students will write using evidence from texts  
they are readingNoStudents write using evidence from texts 

they are reading
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Background 
Knowledge > Reading Skills

It’s all about creating access to learning across ALL content areas!
Through multiple means of:

Representation
Different ways to:
• Input content
• Clarify language
• Clarify contents

Engagement
Different ways to:
• Create curiosity
• Maintain attention
• Motivate & persist

Expression
Different ways to:
• Respond
• Show learning
• Communicate

How is STAAR 2.0 BETTER?

It’s as simple as 1-2-3 

1
RLA 

Redesign

2
New Item 

Types

3
Online 
Testing
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How is STAAR 2.0 BETTER?

It’s as simple as 1-2-3 

1
RLA 

Redesign

2
New Item 

Types

3
Online 
Testing

2   New Item Types

Q: What is a “new item 
type”?

A “Multiple 
Choice” item is 

a question 
with ONE 
ANSWER 

selected from 
4 answer 
choices …

A: Anything that’s 
not this
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2   New Item Types

STAAR 2.0
Supported by

T/T/T/T/
STAAR 1.0?

Strong Classroom Instruction

Adds new, non-multiple-choice questions that 
are more like questions teachers ask in classNoProvides various open-ended formats for 

students to respond to questions

State
Summative 

Test

Instruction
(including lesson 
design, planning, 

and assessment of 
learning)

TEKS

TABS/TEAMS/
TAAS/TAKS/
STAAR 1.0
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State
Summative 

Test

Instruction
(including lesson 
design, planning, 

and assessment of 
learning)

TEKS

TABS/TEAMS/
TAAS/TAKS/
STAAR 1.0

State
Summative 

Test

Instruction
(including lesson 
design, planning, 

and assessment of 
learning)

TEKS

TABS/TEAMS/
TAAS/TAKS/
STAAR 1.0
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State
Summative 

Test

Instruction
(including lesson 
design, planning, 

and assessment of 
learning)

TEKS

TABS/TEAMS/
TAAS/TAKS/
STAAR 1.0

State
Summative 

Test

Instruction
(including lesson 
design, planning, 

and assessment of 
learning)

TEKS

TABS/TEAMS/
TAAS/TAKS/
STAAR 1.0
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State
Summative 

Test

Instruction
(including lesson 
design, planning, 

and assessment of 
learning)

TEKS

TABS/TEAMS/
TAAS/TAKS/
STAAR 1.0

State
Summative 

Test

Instruction
(including lesson 
design, planning, 

and assessment of 
learning)

TEKS

TABS/TEAMS/
TAAS/TAKS/
STAAR 1.0

instead of adjusting instruction to “match” the test, 
STAAR 2.0 is designed to adjust the test to good instruction 
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How is STAAR 2.0 BETTER?

It’s as simple as 1-2-3 

1
RLA 

Redesign

2
New Item 

Types

3
Online 
Testing

3   Online Testing

STAAR 2.0
Supported by

T/T/T/T/
STAAR 1.0?

Strong Classroom Instruction

Will provide a full suite of robust 
accommodations for students with specific
learning needs

Phased-in 
support 

during TAKS 
and STAAR 1.0

Supports the learning needs of all students 
by providing appropriate accommodations
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How is STAAR 2.0 BETTER?

It’s as simple as 1-2-3 

1
RLA 

Redesign

2
New Item 

Types

3
Online 
Testing

How is STAAR 2.0 BETTER?
STAAR 2.0

Supported 
By T/T/T/T/
STAAR 1.0?

Strong Classroom Instruction

Prioritizes cross-curricular passages that reference topics
that students have learned about in other classesNoTeachers build background knowledge and

vocabulary in all subject areas

Students will write in all grade levels (3-8) and English I 
and IINoStudents write in all grade levels and all  

subject areas

Students will write using evidence from texts  they are 
readingNoStudents write using evidence from texts 

they are reading

Adds new, non-multiple-choice questions that are more 
like questions teachers ask in classNoProvides various open-ended formats for 

students to respond to questions

Will provide a full suite of robust accommodations for
students with specific learning needs

Phased-in 
support during 

TAKS and 
STAAR 1.0

Supports the learning needs of all students 
by providing appropriate accommodations
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How is STAAR 2.0 BETTER?

It’s as simple as 1-2-3 

1
RLA 

Redesign

2
New Item 

Types

3
Online 
Testing

notharder
STAAR 2.0 is

________________#better
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© lead4ward 2022

Making Sense of STAAR 2.0
Connecting STAAR 1.0 to STAAR 2.0

 How well must a student do to achieve a particular performance level?
 e.g., Meets GL

 On Grade 5 Math STAAR 1.0 in 2022, a student had to get a 69 (% correct) 


Scale Score for 
Meets GL

69%
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© lead4ward 2022

Making Sense of STAAR 2.0
Connecting STAAR 1.0 to STAAR 2.0

 How well must a student do to achieve a particular performance level?
 e.g., Meets GL

 On Grade 5 Math STAAR 1.0 in 2022, a student had to get a 69 (% correct) 


Scale Score for 
Meets GL

69%

© lead4ward 2022

Making Sense of STAAR 2.0
Connecting STAAR 1.0 to STAAR 2.0

 How well must a student do to achieve a particular performance level?
 e.g., Meets GL

 On Grade 5 Math STAAR 1.0 in 2022, a student had to get a 69 (% correct) 
 For Grade 5 Math STAAR 2.0 in 2023, a student had to get a 57 (% correct)

69% 57%
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© lead4ward 2022

Making Sense of STAAR 2.0
Connecting STAAR 1.0 to STAAR 2.0

 How well must a student do to achieve a particular performance level?
 e.g., Meets GL

 On Grade 5 Math STAAR 1.0 in 2022, a student had to get a 69 (% correct) 
 For Grade 5 Math STAAR 2.0 in 2023, a student had to get a 57 (% correct)

These performances represent the 
same level of learning

Because some of the questions on 
STAAR 2.0 were harder than 

questions on STAAR 1.0, the overall 
performance across all of the items 

was adjusted so that performance on 
STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0 are 

equated

69% 57%

© lead4ward 2022

Making Sense of STAAR 2.0
Connecting STAAR 1.0 to STAAR 2.0

 How well must a student do to achieve a particular performance level?
 e.g., Meets GL

 On Grade 5 Math STAAR 1.0 in 2022, a student had to get a 69 (% correct) 
 For Grade 5 Math STAAR 2.0 in 2023, a student had to get a 57 (% correct)

69% 57%=
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what does the equating of STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
look like in terms of the cutpoints for

Approaches GL




what does the equating of STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
look like in terms of the cutpoints for

Approaches GL
Meets GL

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what does the equating of STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
look like in terms of the cutpoints for

Approaches GL
Meets GL

Masters GL

Raw Score 
Conversion Table



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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0


Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/
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Raw Score 
Conversion Table
 STAAR 1.0 and STAAR 2.0
 Posted at: 

https://lead4ward.com/resources/

STAAR 2.0 is
________________#betternotharder
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It took so 
looooonng

to 
get the 

data!!

but we have

GREAT 
data!
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We have data that could transform learning!

 In no grade/subject did students average more than ½ of the points possible
 Remember ECR is scored on a 5-point rubric (score by 2 readers for a total of 10 points)

 3 points for development and organization of ideas
 2 points for writing conventions

 Writing is NOT an independent activity that can be separated from reading 
comprehension

RLA - ECR

Eng IIEng I876543Grade Level

1010101010101010Total Points Possible

4.724.624.924.494.373.932.712.53State Average

We have data that could transform learning!
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We have data that could transform learning!

We have data that could transform learning!
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We have data that could transform learning!

We have data that could transform learning!43% of all ECRs
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We have data that could transform learning!43% of all ECRs

We have data that could transform learning!43% of all ECRs

46% of all ECRs
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We have data that could transform learning!43% of all ECRs

46% of all ECRs

We have data that could transform learning!43% of all ECRs

46% of all ECRs

25% of all ECRs
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We have data that could transform learning!

We have data that could transform learning!
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We have data that could transform learning!

We have data that could transform learning!
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We have data that could transform learning!

23% 20% 23%

25% 25%
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This is HUGELY important!

This is HUGELY important!

ECRs are more about Reading 
Comprehension than they are 

about Writing 
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How might the ECR data affect other subject areas?

 We have been giving STAAR for 13 years
 We know that STAAR 2.0 is, in fact,

#betternotharder (to pass)

 Is student performance where we want it to be (in any subject area)?
 What could we do to improve student performance?

 How do you improve student learning in Science?

 How do you improve student learning in Social Studies?

 How do you improve student learning in Math?

You Write!

You Write!

You Write!
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what if?

we write a little … 
a lot

3 cm

4 
cm

x

3. Find xLet’s do 
some 
Math!
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3 cm

4 
cm

x

3. Find xLet’s do 
some 
Math!

3 cm

4 
cm

x

3. Find xLet’s do 
some 
Math!

How would you 
solve for x?

(If you want to report the value for x that is 
fine, but not required.)
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What does #WRITEalittleaLOT mean?
 In EACH subject area, teachers provide a short, 

interesting, thought-provoking, simple question 
to which students write a response









What does #WRITEalittleaLOT mean?
 In EACH subject area, teachers provide a short, 

interesting, thought-provoking, simple question 
to which students write a response

 At least once or twice a week in every 
grade/content area/course

 This is NOT a graded activity
 It is simply a chance for students to express their 

thoughts in writing – to initiate thinking, build 
confidence and competence, or solidify learning

 #WRITEalittleaLOT provides teachers with a way 
to monitor student-thinking (the PROCESS 
standards – which flow through everything we 
do!)
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staar alt 2

assessment program updates

 08/17/2023 TAA Letter
 Available at:

TAA Letter: 2023-24 Texas Assessment Program Updates
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assessment program updates

 08/17/2023 TAA Letter
 Available at:

TAA Letter: 2023-24 Texas Assessment Program Updates

assessment program updates

 08/17/2023 TAA Letter
 Available at:

TAA Letter: 2023-24 Texas Assessment Program Updates
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assessment program updates

 08/17/2023 TAA Letter
 Available at:

TAA Letter: 2023-24 Texas Assessment Program Updates

assessment program updates

 08/17/2023 TAA Letter
 Available at:

TAA Letter: 2023-24 Texas Assessment Program Updates

127

128



65

assessment program updates

 08/17/2023 TAA Letter
 Available at:

TAA Letter: 2023-24 Texas Assessment Program Updates

This is what is referred to in Texas as the 1% cap 
for STAAR Alt 2

assessment program updates

 08/17/2023 TAA Letter
 Available at:

TAA Letter: 2023-24 Texas Assessment Program Updates

This is what is referred to in Texas as the 1% cap 
for STAAR Alt 2
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assessment program updates

 08/17/2023 TAA Letter
 Available at:

TAA Letter: 2023-24 Texas Assessment Program Updates

This is what is referred to in Texas as the 1% cap 
for STAAR Alt 2

Revised STAAR Alt 2 Participation Requirements

 TEA STAAR Alt 2 Participation Requirements PPT
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What do you 
think?

Has Texas made 
progress?

STAAR Alt 2 Participation Rates

ScienceMathRLA

1.0%1.4%1.3%2017-18

1.3%1.5%1.3%2018-19

COVIDCOVIDCOVID2019-20

1.2%1.3%1.2%2020-21

1.3%1.5%1.4%2021-22
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Revised STAAR Alt 2 Participation Requirements
 ESSA stipulates that a state may not assess more than 1.0 percent

of all student in the grades assessed using an alternative 
assessment aligned to alternate academic achievement 
standards

 This is known as the 1% cap – and it applies to STAAR Alt 2

 NOTE: the “cap” only applies at the state level, NOT the district 
level

 TEA has historically applied for – and received – a waiver allowing 
Texas to exceed the cap

 USDE denied TEA’s waiver request for 2022-23 based on:

TEA has not demonstrated progress in reducing the AA-AAAS 
participation rate in R/LA, mathematics, and science between 
2018-2019 and 2021-2022 school years.

 The new STAAR Alt 2 Participation Requirements are designed to 
help ensure that only students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities are assessed with STAAR Alt 2
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staar alt 2 participation 
requirements





staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage
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staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 WebpageNew 4 step 

process

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements
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 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements
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 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

If a student meets eligibility for special education and related services due to SLD or SI, 
the student does NOT meet eligibility requirements to take STAAR Alt 2

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements
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 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements
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 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

If ANY box in Column 1 is marked, 
the student does not meet 

participation requirements to take 
STAAR Alt 2 (and the student must 

therefore take STAAR)

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements
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 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

155

156



79

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

The student MUST 
meet the criteria for 
being a student with 
the MOST significant 
cognitive disability 

(Question 3) 

AND 

all assurances must be 
met in order for the 
student to meet the 

participation 
requirements for 

STAAR Alt 2

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements
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 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements

 Available at:
TEA's STAAR Alt 2 Webpage

staar alt 2 participation 
requirements
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questions? | clarifications? | requests for more information?

email: john@lead4ward.com

© lead4ward

THANK YOU!

johnfessenden
email:  john@lead4ward.com

telephone:   512-560-7784
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