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PURPOSE:

Accommodations are adaptations that are made to the 
environment, curriculum, instruction, or assessment 
practices in order for students with disabilities to be 
successful learners and to participate actively with other 
students in the general education classroom and in 
school-wide activities.  
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Accommodations are changes in how a student accesses 
information and demonstrates learning.  Accommodations do 
not substantially change the instructional level, content, or 
performance criteria.  The changes are made in order to 
provide a student with equal access to learning and equal 
opportunity to show what he or she knows and can do. 

Modifications are changes in what a student is expected to 
learn.  The changes are made to provide a student 
opportunities to participate meaningfully and productively 
along with other students in the classroom and learning 
experiences.  

 Accommodations are mandatory if written in
the IEP.

1.  DISCRETIONARY OR MANDATORY?
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 The teacher, not the student must ensure that
the accommodations are provided.

2.  ACCOUNTABILITY:

 The student receiving extended time must
receive more time than the other students.

3.  INDIVIDUALIZED ACCOMMODATIONS:
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Three questions:

 Is the accommodation necessary?

 Will the accommodation have a detrimental
effect on the student?

 If the accommodation is not detrimental to the
child, will it cause a hardship to the staff?

4.  DEALING WITH PARENT REQUESTS:

 Only check accommodations that are necessary
for the child to access the curriculum.

5.  PROVIDING ACCOMMODATIONS:
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 Accommodations do not change the content of the
curriculum. Accommodations change how a
student accesses information and demonstrates
learning.

6.  IMPLEMENTING ACCOMMODATIONS: 

 Keep samples from each grading period. The
samples must reflect that the accommodations
were made.

7.  DOCUMENTING IMPLEMENTATION: 
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 Extended means “reasonable” , not “unlimited”.

8.  EXTENDED TIME: 

 The purpose of highlighted texts is to
emphasize important concepts. The teacher,
not the student, must highlight the important
concepts.

9.  HIGHLIGHTED TEXTS: 
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